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Madam Speaker, it is my honor to memori-

alize that solemn day in our history and pay 
tribute to those who lost their lives and sac-
rificed in service to our great nation. May the 
world also never forget that tragedy that oc-
curred on the morning of September 11, 2001, 
or the strength and dedication of the United 
States of America. 
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HONORING THE LIVES OF FRED 
AND YVONNE BARBER 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of Korean War Veteran 
and great American, Fred Eugene Barber and 
his wife, Yvonne Barber. Fred passed away 
on Friday, September 10, 2021 at 90 years 
old. Fred’s beloved wife, Yvonne, passed 
away only 13 hours earlier of heart failure at 
88 years old. They are survived by their 2 
daughters, Karen and Jan, in addition to 5 
grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. 

Fred and Yvonne married in June 1953 after 
dating for only 6 months. This year involved 
several exciting milestones for the couple, as 
they celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary 
in June and family and friends gathered to cel-
ebrate Fred’s 90th birthday in August. 

The couple was also extremely active in 
their community and held a deep love for Lake 
Havasu City. Fred and Yvonne were involved 
in the Republican Party, PACE, and their local 
church. Fred taught a Constitution class at 
various schools and other local organizations 
in addition to writing and publishing over 25 
novels about American historical fiction and 
spy fiction. 

Madam Speaker, I am here to express my 
deepest condolences to the family of Fred and 
Yvonne Barber and to honor their memory. 
Fred and Yvonne’s selfless public service and 
local impact will never be forgotten by the 
people of Lake Havasu City, Arizona. 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
WILLIAM ST. ONGE 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the retirement of Attorney Wil-
liam ‘‘Bill’’ H. St. Onge after fifty years in the 
legal profession. Bill recently announced his 
retirement from a busy smalltown practice that 
ethically and capably represented thousands 
of individuals and families, sometimes at mo-
ments of crisis. Despite that demanding 
schedule he still found time to elevate the pro-
fession as an active member of the Con-
necticut Bar Association, and completed a dis-
tinguished stint serving his conununity as the 
First Selectmen of Putnam. Throughout his 
years, Bill has been a shining example of pro-
fessionalism, compassion, and service to 
those around him. His retirement is one that is 
well-deserved. 

Bill’s family has a long history of public serv-
ice most notably his father Congressman Wil-
liam St. Onge, who served the Second district 
of eastern Connecticut from 1963 to 1970 with 
great success. That example certainly rubbed 
off on Bill Junior who has been a life-long con-
tributor to the local community in northeastern 
Connecticut and someone who avidly followed 
world and national politics. I have always par-
ticularly enjoyed when Bill would share stories 
about his father as well as his shrewd under-
standing of public affairs. 

Bill was a graduate of Georgetown Univer-
sity and continued his education by attending 
the University of Connecticut Law School. 
Upon obtaining his JD in 1974, Bill went on to 
practice law through to his retirement. As I 
mentioned earlier, that while fresh in the field 
of practice, Bill wasted no time in running for 
and serving as First Selectman of Putnam, 
which he did so very successfully for nearly a 
decade. 

Even after leading his town as First Select-
man, Bill remained a constant in the commu-
nity and utilized his expertise to give back to 
his neighbors. Providing a form of accessible 
representation for fellow towns like Killingly 
and Thompson, Bill ran a highly successful 
small-town practice for probate, municipal, and 
real estate law. As the local lawyer, he sought 
to continuously improve upon the services 
available to those in the area, taking the initia-
tive to serve on the Connecticut Bar Associa-
tion’s Task Force on the Future of Probate 
Court. He was also a staple at town meetings 
and local proceedings, providing legal advice 
and often cooling local issues of passion to 
the respectful, personable tone that they de-
served. His thoughtful nature as a practicing 
lawyer always kept the town discussion pur-
poseful and productive. As someone who 
practiced law for 27 years in nearby Tolland 
County, I did have the opportunity to work with 
Bill on real estate closings and an occasional 
civil matter. He was a true gentleman—very 
pragmatic, down to earth and cordial in all his 
dealings—kind of a modem-day Atticus Finch. 

Madam Speaker, Attorney St. Onge’s pas-
sion for his home was a predominant pres-
ence throughout his life and career. His wife 
and children, Jane, Will and Caroline as well 
as his grandchildren and his many friends in 
Connecticut can attest to his caring, thoughtful 
approach to all he came into contact with. Al-
though his long career is coming to an end, 
his family legacy of passion and work for his 
home will unquestionably go on to reverberate 
throughout the Town of Putnam and beyond 
for years to come. I can only hope that the ex-
ample of his service is carried on and that 
hope he enjoys a fruitful retirement with his 
wife, children and grandchildren. To that end, 
I ask my colleagues in the House to join me 
in honoring and congratulating Attorney St. 
Onge for his dedication to the public and near-
ly 50-year exceptional career. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:13 Sep 18, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17SE8.017 E17SEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-12-03T18:25:12-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




